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1. ROI-partnershipFlanders/The Netherlands

2. Overview: 8 x waterfront development

3. The water as public space: Case Ghent, 
Vlissingen and Tilburg



ÅInterregIVA Flanders-Netherlands

V5 Flemishand 3 Dutch cities(different scale)

V2008-2011 (final conference May 2010)

VSubventionfor infrastructure& sharingknowledge(team 
GhentUniversity& ThetisConsultancy) 

ÅProducts

VWorkshops,  expertise studies,  studytripHelsinki

VROI-bookand educationpakket

VRegional& International conferences, papers

1. ROI-partnership
(Revitalization of old industrial harbors)



Commonobjectives

ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ a new city in the existing city (historic contextΗύέ

ÅEstablishing a close relationship with the city centre (mental distance!)

ÅAllowing catering industry and retail to enhancethe viability and vitality

ÅLooking for ways to organize water-bound activities

ÅHighlighting the cultural inheritance (preservation, reprogram the 
historic buildings, restoration of spatial links)

ÅSizeable differences in the implementation strategy (exchange practices)

ÅAffordable housing in using quite divergent ways (exchange of expertise)

ÅParticular attention to the atmosphereand the quality of the public area

ÅLocal projects comprehend a transformation, absolutely vital for the city

ÅAll cities are aiming at sustainable development.



Themesfor sharingknowledge

ÅOverall sustainability 

Å{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŦƻǊ whL Ґ ǿŀǘŜǊ ΨǎǇŀŎŜΩ -ΨƻƭŘ ƘŀǊōƻǊΩ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻǊ 
connecting living along and on the water 

ÅCultural history: connecting past, present and future 

ÅMorphology, public space and mobility: connecting identity, use 
and movement 

ÅStrategy, participation, promotion in order to connect involved 
actors in area development to responsibility

Č Commonstudies: (1) wateractivitiesin a waterplan;    
(2) attractivewaterfront; (3) risk-analysis



2. Eight partner cities (Be/Nl)
Interreg IVA Flanders-Netherlands
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Antwerp
Eilandje

176 ha 
(incl. 57ha water) 
9 km waterfront

History& heritage!

Public private   
partnership in 2 phases



> Original port site since 16th century

> 19th century docks built by Bonaparte

> Transforming 172 ha in lively neighborhood

> Phase 1: > from 1300 to 6800 resident

> from 900 to 3400 dwellings

Het Eilandje

Waterfront renewal in Antwerp



¢ŀƭƭ {ƘƛǇΩǎ wŀŎŜ нллс ςWillemdock

Renewal dock activities: > House boats

> Yacht harbours

> Rivercruises

> Swimming pool



> Attracting young people with children

> Creating lively and mixed city neighborhoods 

> 50% of government-controlled built surface affordable housing

> Total renewal of public domain

> Creation of several new city squares



Montevideo ïShop ïLimaplein 

Red Star Line Memorial Museum

Publieke steiger Jachthaven Willemdok

Project Westkaai

MAS en MAS plein

Felixarchief

Falconplein ïvan Schoonbekeplein



MAS, a new landmark 
Χ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ aŀȅ нлмм 

A museum about the river, the city, the 
port and the world

ω ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ and the 
port-related industrial heritage

ω !ƴǘǿŜǊǇΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǘƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ

ω !ƴǘǿŜǊǇΩǎ ŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ

ω ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘƛŜǎ 
of the city of Antwerp.



From visits to open workshops



Ghent
Oude Dokken 42 ha (incl. 14 ha water)   

4,8 km waterfront



Masterplan OMA > 2010
+ 1200 dwell. (3000 inh.)
mixed with 103.000m2 non-
living area, 6,6 ha green, 
marine port + reintegration
of harborheritage
= phase1



Project Oude Dokken - stadsontwerp





Leuven
Vaartkom

46 ha (excl. water), 1,5 km waterfront

Old brewerysite ! Culturalheritage! Reintegrationof the Dijlewaterway
(sense, ecologicalfunctionwater quality, public space, traject slow mobility)

Masterplan  > RUP  2005:  2400 dwell. (4500 inh.) mixed in functions, parking 
garage, historicpark on the hill and a marine port





50% of the housing = private 
investment aiming the Global 

Footprint label



Hasselt
De Blauwe
Boulevard

36 ha, 5 km waterfront

5 areas alongthe canal
between2 circularroads:
the Ψ{ƛƴƎŜƭΩ - 10km and the 
ΨDǊŜŜƴ .ƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘΩ - 2,5km

Masterplan > 2005 (bpa):           
1200 dwell. (3000 inh.)
mixed with offices, 
underground parking 
garage (1000p), light rail, 
Demerpark, public squares



BPA Blauwe Boulevard





Oostende
Churchillkaai

3ha next to the seefront, railway station, historiccentre
200 housingunits, 12% public space, limit in mix (floor), 

hotel, parking garage (420 pp) 
and redestinationof the protectedold harboroffice



Tilburg
Piushaven



70 ha, 3 km waterfront

15 subprojects2002-2007: 

2500 units (4500 inh.); 35.000 m2

non-living area, park, museum & 
marine port, newbridge, and built 
functionson the water



Park, quaysΣ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ Χ

Initiatives on the water



Roermond
Kazerneplein and City Meadow

Kazerneplein

Market place

Outlet center

City Meadow



The crossingpassage 
underthe RingRoad, 
linkingthe old city 
centreto the new
developeddistrict 



Next phase :
City Meadow from 2012


